
The 2023 digital PSAT/NMSQT for the class of 2025 represents the biggest change to the National Merit Scholarship 
Program since the PSAT was overhauled in 2015. Each year Compass looks at the results from the PSAT and tracks 
projected Selection Index cutoffs for Commended Students and for Semifinalist in each of the 50 states.

This year is shaping up similar to the class of 2021 (the last pre-pandemic PSAT) and, reaching back farther, the class  
of 2017.

Historical PSAT/NMSQT Figures Since the Release of the Revised PSAT
1400–1520 Total Score Range 

All PSAT Juniors Percent Number Commended 
Class of 2017 1,781,000 3.1% 55,587 209
Class of 2018 1,784,000 3.6% 64,875 211
Class of 2019 1,798,000 3.8% 67,514 212
Class of 2020 1,747,000 4.1% 71,041 212
Class of 2021 1,677,000 3.0% 49,749 209
Class of 2022 982,000 3.8% 36,998 207
Class of 2023 1,484,000 3.0% 43,985 207
Class of 2024 1,460,000 3.0% 43,575 207
Class of 2025 1,490,000 3.4% 50,600 208–210*

      *Compass Estimate

The Commended Student cutoff is likely to rise to 209 (above the 207 from the last 3 years). Estimates can be 
imperfect, but we are confident that the Commended cutoff will fall within the 208 to 210 range. The higher 
Commended cutoff, in turn, correlates with higher Semifinalist cutoffs. Those estimates are on the following page. 

Semifinalists in the class of 2025 will be notified via their high schools in September of 2024. For this and all of our 
National Merit Scholarship Program updates, please see compassprep.com/national-merit.
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Class of 2025 Class of 2024 Class of 2023 Class of 2022  # of 2024
STATE Estimated Range Most Likely Actual Actual Actual Semifinalists

Alabama 210–216 212 210 212 212 263
Alaska 209–215 212 209 210 208 35
Arizona 214–220 217 216 214 218 394
Arkansas 208–215 212 210 210 211 126
California 219–223 221 221 220 221 2,037
Colorado 215–220 217 216 217 217 306
Connecticut 219–222 221 221 221 220 170
Delaware 218–222 220 219 218 220 46
District of Columbia 222–224 223 223 223 224 31
Florida 215–219 216 216 216 217 998
Georgia 216–220 219 217 218 219 614
Hawaii 215–220 217 217 215 217 57
Idaho 210–216 214 211 215 214 100
Illinois 217–221 219 219 219 218 676
Indiana 213–219 216 216 214 215 295
Iowa 210–216 213 210 212 211 155
Kansas 213–218 215 214 214 215 144
Kentucky 210–217 214 211 212 212 201
Louisiana 211–217 214 214 213 213 198
Maine 211–217 214 213 215 211 57
Maryland 219–223 222 221 222 224 306
Massachusetts 220–223 222 222 220 221 336
Michigan 215–220 217 217 218 217 493
Minnesota 215–220 218 216 216 218 274
Mississippi 209–215 211 209 210 213 163
Missouri 212–218 215 214 213 214 292
Montana 208–214 210 209 207 208 45
Nebraska 209–216 213 210 212 210 111
Nevada 210–218 214 211 210 214 161
New Hampshire 213–219 215 215 213 214 65
New Jersey 222–224 223 223 223 222 429
New Mexico 208–215 211 207 208 210 102
New York 218–222 220 220 219 220 999
North Carolina 215–220 218 217 217 218 486
North Dakota 208–212 209 207 209 207 35
Ohio 214–218 216 216 216 215 518
Oklahoma 208–216 211 208 211 210 203
Oregon 215–220 217 216 216 220 187
Pennsylvania 217–221 219 219 218 218 563
Rhode Island 213–219 216 215 216 213 49
South Carolina 209–217 213 209 213 213 250
South Dakota 208–215 211 209 212 210 45
Tennessee 214–219 216 217 215 215 305
Texas 218–221 220 219 219 220 1,535
Utah 209–216 212 209 211 212 195
Vermont 210–217 213 212 213 211 23
Virginia 219–222 221 219 221 221 467
Washington 218–222 220 220 220 220 322
West Virginia 208–212 209 207 207 207 63
Wisconsin 212–217 214 213 213 214 280
Wyoming 208–211 209 207 207 208 25
Territories 208–210 209 207 207 207 38
Studying Abroad 222–224 223 223 223 224 78

COMMENDED 208–210 209 207 207 207
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